4/6/72 


I^oar Lany, 


I aa sorry to leani that the tip I picked up in Washington yesterday was not legit. 

V/ere it, it «ouJd gave raade a good stoiy* I had doubts about part, but I felt I should 

tell you* I loaow New Orloansj, and the yorelon 1, got was that Niasinger, touched jdown.nt 

Lakefrwt airport. Unlikely. It would have been Koiasant. Not could I find any need for 
the touohdov^n. 

I m also disappointed that the inevitable happened to Bob. I don*t tHrUr the best 
editor in the world can begin to imagine the nagbitude and complexity of the job he gives 
the most competent and most honest reporter when he assigns any story on aby of the 
politics! assasnination.3. It wan inevitable that Bob would err. Ho nay not rccicnber it, 
but I twice offered to check his copy for 

And then there are the straiigeat things that slip by. like Siegonthaler's incredible 

forgetting of tho Constitution and tlie obligations of the proaocution, not the judge, 

neither Bon nor his editor catching it. lot the faot is a high-school kind should have. 

SjChe difference is that tii© hi^^i-schpol kid doesn*t have the pressures the faith in 
a known writer. 


What troubles me most in all of this is not the kind of thating tliat inevitably 
Mppens to me. -*-t varies from the accidental, which I am sure is the case with any error 
Ob made, to the deUberate, and tliat by a friend, hiok Whalen (The Pounding Father), was 
under orders from the Sat. Sve. Post editors to do a job on me elien though they sent . 
to me to salvage him when he was lost after four expensive mouths. Diok bogged mo not to do 
to him what I did to lfl.etchor Knebel (WWII), and I have not. I know the position in which 
he was from my yotmger day. Wo remain friends. 


V/hat docs concern me is vhat happens to society and what liappena to that very import- 
^t part of it, the press# In my writing I bwlieve it is xay responsibility to be explicit* 
Sometimes I add opinions with viiich others disagree, to make clear to the unsophiyticatod 
what I want to be clear. Perhaps I do this to excees. That la one of the problems of imving 
neither time for rcvi;.fcLon nor an editor. But you will find in F jiflE-UP and I think in 
eveiy appearance ^ have made my firm and fixed opinion that the only port of our society 
that filled its traditional role and served its responsibility honorably was the working 
reporter Vin the King oase). The reporting from Memidils was so good, so accurate, that 
when I got the court records I die not revise to cite them instead of the papers because 
I felt it important to leave a record showing that the truth could be put together frcKH 
the major papers alone. 


I don t really think the mtaiagemoiit of the major papers want to corrupt liistory, went 
to disillusion the youth an-, tlw blacks. I think tliey, too, arc captives, of their sources, 
of the prejutUces and desires of tiioae with whom they aar>ociate, peibaps serve. But the 
net effect of tlAr editiorlal positions, of their aaaigmaents axid failures to assign, it 
subversive of the true role of the press and results in a conrruptlon of history, eui 
undermining on confidence in the press and, ultimately, becomes a major obstacle to the 
functioning of a true represi-ntative socie^. 


Frank appears to have a agrred to a TV confrontation with me 1-iay 7. I'll be surpriaod 
if he is there. P^rcy Foreiaan, better equipped, fled on with half his ciakeup on. Frank saw 
what I did under a crooked format to a gangup of his two major sources, ^^uie and former 
prosecutor now Judge Dwyer. This is to say that *rank wrote a crooked book deliberately. 

I say this on a number of bases, a £^anoo at the book and listerdng to him on the four- 
hour hong Jolux N .bel Uhow from NYC two nights ago. Yet all the papers will pull tho stopp, 
all the reviewers will oooh and ah, based on the bread Doubleday is dispensing, his record 
iJid the paeudo-establidimentarian tone of the smooth work. It is anti-establishaentailan. 
Only truth and honesty serve tlie real interests of tho establishnoat. 
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